€ RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY

|:| Confirm backyard chickens are legal in your city or county
El Review any HOA or neighborhood restrictions

El Check if permits are required

[ ] Verify whether roosters are allowed

D Decide how many hens your property can support

|:| Learn about local predators in your area

9 BUILD OR BUY YOUR COOP

|:| Provide at least 4 sq. ft. of indoor space per chicken

9 PLAN YOUR FLOCK

[] Decide how many chickens to start with
(recommended: 4—-6 hens)

[] Choose beginner-friendly breeds

[ ] Decide whether you'll raise chicks or
purchase started pullets

D Locate a reputable hatchery, breeder,
or feed store
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BACKYARD CHICKENS

for Beginners Checklist

Your Step-by-Step Guide Before Bringing Home Your First Flock

Use this checklist to make sure you're fully prepared before your chickens arrive.
Checking off these items now will help your flock stay healthy, safe, and happy from day one.

@) DAILY CARE ROUTINE

EVERY MORNING

[ ] Check food
D Replace water
El Observe each chicken

[ ] Open the coop
(if not using an automatic door)

D Schedule pickup or delivery

o GATHER ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES

[—_| Chicken coop [ ] Feed storage

EVERY EVENING

[ ] Collect eggs
|| Count chickens

D Lock the coop

E] Provide 8-10 sq. ft. of outdoor run space per chicken D SaeLre fun container D Quick health check
[:] Install predator-proof hardware cloth |:| Feeder ] Grit X
ol 0] voterer (] Opser vt 8 WEEKLY TASKS
B D il SEais e (for laying hens)
D Install one nest box for every 3—4 hens ; + B A
D o d W N or layer feed D Dust bath area D Clean nest boxes
e a dry, well-drained locatio . :
cose a dry . (depending onage) [ Coop cleaning tools [ | Stir or replace bedding
D Verify all doors and latches are predator-resistant 4 : [] Wash feeders
D Cover the run to protect against hawks and D gt I:] Egg basket or D sk watrens
other aerial predators |:| Nest box bedding collection container :
D Inspect fencing
[ ] Check hardware cloth
[ | Remove wet bedding
|:] Use hardware cloth instead of chicken wire |:] Set up food and water before chickens arrive 9 MUNTHLY TASKS
D Bury hardware cloth or install a predator apron D Add clean bedding [] Deep clean the coop
D Lock the coop every evening D Test all doors and latches [] Perform a hands-on health inspection
|:| Trim vegetation around the coop D Double-check ventilation |:| Check for mites and lice
[ ] store feed in sealed containers [ ] Make sure the coop is clean and dry [ ] Inspect feet for bumblefoot
[ ] Inspect fencing regularly | | Prepare a quiet environment [[] Review feed usage
for the first few days [ ] Inspect the roof and coop for repairs
D Update your flock records
“

& siGNS OF A HEALTHY CHICKEN

[] Bright eyes [] Bright comb and wattles

[] Clean feathers (breed and age dependent)
[] Active and alert [] Smooth walking

[] Eating and drinking normally [ ] Regular dust bathing

[] Curious behavior

A\ CALL A VET IF YOU NOTICE

Congratulations!
If you've completed this checklist,

you're well on your way to becoming
a successful backyard chicken keeper.

[] Refusing food for more than 24 hours [ | Heavy bleeding
[ ] Difficulty breathing [ ] Sudden weight loss
[] Severe injury kit Multiple sick birds
[ ] Unable to stand [ ] MNeurological symptoms
ey
@ Start small. S M{Z
@ Observe your flock every day.
& Keep the coop clean and dry. %W /
& Protect against predators. F M.
@ Never stop learning. .




